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Milwaukee Road Spoils Record 
MSc. A PERFECTLY good record of six days, the 

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad killed 
another passenger in its second fatal wreck of the week. 
The seccnd one was staged approximately 125 miles west 
of Custer Creek where six days before an engine and seven 
c.rs of an eleven car train fell through a storm-weakened 
iret le killicg forty-seven people. 

The second accident, which occured early Saturday 
morning just as dawn was breaking, resulted when the 
engineer of the “Olympian” overlooked a meet at Ingomar, 
Montana, and crashed headon into a Civilian Conservation 
Corps special, killing one CCC youth and critically injur- 
ing eizhteen persons on the “Olympian”. The engine of the 
special was derailed and rolled down an embankment. A 

(Continued on next page) 
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MILWAUKEE ROAD SPOILS RECORD 
kitchen car was demolished. 

In the first wreck of the week, the Milwaukee road 
broke their perfect record of twenty years and Pullman’s 
perfect record of seven years. Even before the last car had 
been hauled from Custer Creek, 26 miles east of Miles City, 
Montana, a temporary trestle had been erected and trains 
were running over the same spot. 

This article was written Sunday, June 26, 1938. 


Over the Editor’s Train Sheet 

ELL, WE’RE past another division point, and we'll 
W soon be back on our schedule. Next issue we will 
have complete information on the new San Joaquin Valley 
service as well as a class I feature article. Later we hope 
to try something new in the way of an electric roster, but 
don’t worry, the steam end will be well protected. We wish 
to thank Ed Horr, Jr., for his splendid letter, and we send 
him best wishes on his trip East. We would appreciate 
letters from the rest of the crew. Incidently, we hope to 
run an article on the Ocean Shore Railroad, and we would 
appreciate any photos of the motive power anyone could 
supply us. Seeing a photo of number 1 of the Virginia and 
Truckee Railroad in the August Railroad Magazine tempts 
us to ask “who took the original of that particulzr shot?” 
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The Railroads of Lake Tahoe 





Number 1 of the Lake 
ffahoe Railway at Ta- 
hoe City, 1936. 


F. A. Guido 











HE LAKE TAHOE RAILROAD built a narrow gauge 
T line in 1875 from Glenbrook, on the Nevada side of 
Lake Tahoe, to Summit, also in Nevada. The main pur- 
pose of the line was to transport timber for the Carson 
and Tahce Lumber and Fluming Company, who owned the 
line, from Glenbrook to Summit, where the timber was 
flumed down the mountain side to the Virginia and Truc- 
kee Railroad for use in the Virginia City mines. In August 
1875 the line was opened with 10 miles of track to cover 
the 6 miles (as the crow flies) from Glenbrook to Summit. 
The motive power consisted of four mcguls, numbers 1, 2 


“, 


> 


3, and 5, built by Baldwin in 1875, and a six wheel tank 
(0-€-0-T), rur ber 4, which were hauled up the mountain 
‘side from the V. & T. 

In the years that followed the line prospered, but 
around 1888, following the gradual disappearance of timber 


(Continued on page six) 
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THE RAILROADS OF LAKE TAHOE 

(Continued from page three) 
around Lake Tahoe and the shut down of the Virginia City 
mines, the line shut down. 

About the same time a growing tourist trade had 
sprung up from Truckee, Calif., to Lake Tahoe, and a need 
for a railroad between these two points became apparent. 
In 1898 the Lake Tahoe Railway was chartered to build a 
narrow gauge railroad between Truckee and Tahoe City, 
on the California side of the lake. To build the line the 
track and equipment of the Lake Tahoe Railroad was _ ship- 
ped across the lake to Tahoe City, and the latter road was 
abandoned. The Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation 
Company started service in the summer of 1900 using num- 
bers 1, 2, and 3 of the Lake Tahoe Railroad for motive 
power. Numbers 4 and 5 of the Lake Tahoe Railroad were 
sold to the Nevada County Narrow Gauge who scrapped 
number 4, but still use 5. 

The Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation Company 
prospered, and the company scon ran a fleet of steamers 
on Lake Tahoe to connect the lake resorts to the railway. 
Business grew sv that a fourth engine was purchased, a 
consolidation, formerly number 13 of the South Pacific 
Coast Railway. Later the company added a number 5 to 
its roster when they purchased an American type, form- 
erly number 3 of the Carson and Colorado. 

The prosperity of the narrow gauge pike attracted the 
attention of the Southern Pacific, who late in 1525 lease 
the properties of the Lake Tahoe Railway and Transporta- 
‘ion Company for $9 years. Immediately upon signing of 
the lease the Southern Pacific announced that they would 
standard gauge the line. Work was begun at once, and the 
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Western Oddities 


Government Ownérship—one state owned railroad, two 
city owned railroads, and three city owned street railroads. 

San Francisco—one of the few cities in the world that 
has elevated, subsurface, street cars, cable cars, trolley 
bussess, and gas busses operating in city service. 

The California Street Cable Railroad—the only all 
cable street car system in the United States, also the only 
company operating on a straight 5 cent fare without a 
government subsity. 

The Southern Pacific—third longest in North America, 
cnerates largest engines in passenger service (4100’s), and 
the largest streamliners in capacity (The Daylights). 

Sacramento Northern—longest interurban main line in 
the United States. 

Pacific Electric—largest total interurban. mileage in 
the United States. 





line opened in the summer of 1926 as a standard gauge 
branch of the Southern Pacific. Four years later the South- 
ern Pacific purchased the line outright. 

The narrow gauge equipment was stored at Tahoe City 
for some time, but gradually it was sold or scrapped. The 
last to go were engines 1 and 5: number 5 being shipped 
to Sacramento and scrapped, and number 1 being sold in 
"37 to the Nevada County Narrow Gauge for parts. All 
that remains to day of these two narrow gauge roads at 
Lake Tahoe are the abandoned road bed of the Lake Tahoe 
Railroad, the round house, and steamer “Tahoe” of the 
Lake Tahoe Railway. 
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This Western Railroad World 


STEAM 


* SP 3100, 3101, 3102, 3104, and 3108, 4-6-2’s, are now leased 
to the Northwestern Pacific. No change in name or num- 
ber will be made while being operated on the NWP. 

* The California Fruit Exchange has discontinued rail oper- 
ations at its lumber mill at Graeagle, Calif. 

* The California Western Railroad and Navigation Company 
has purchased a new engine, formerly number 1 of the 
California Fruit Exchange. It is a 2-6-2 side tank formerly 
used at Graeagle. 

* A report by A. P. quotes C. B. DeMille as ordering the 
Virginia and Truckee’s line be reconditioned between Car- 
son City and Virginia City for use in his new picture 
“Union Pacific” which will be a sound version of ‘The 
Iron Horse”. 


ELECTRIC 


* The City of Alameda has refused to accept a P. W. A. 
grant of $1,125,000 for the construction of a tube under 
the Oakland estuary that would have given the interurban 
electric trains a direct route to the bay bridge, in hopes 
of getting a bridge for joint use by automobiles (and 
busses?) as well as trains. 

* From early reports the 7 cent fare on the Market Street 
Railway is failing, but Market Street intends to continue 
the experiment with metal tokens. Cahill, head cf the Mun- 
icipal Railway of S. F., in commenting on the early reports 
forcast an early bankrupcy and municipal purchase of the 
Market Street Railway. Several movements are already 
under way to start negotiations for such a purchase. 





